Luna Middle School
ELECTIVES

For 5th graders rising to 6th grade



NISD Course Requirements

in Middle School
6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade
MAPS/Comm Apps HS or
Class 1 ELA (90 minutes) or AVID HS or Innovative
ELA (90 minutes) ELA/Innovative Thinkers Thinkers HS (GT)
Class 2 (GT) ELA
Class 3 Math Math Math
Class 4 [Science Science Science
Class 5 [Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies
Class 6 [PE/Healthy Habits PE or Dance or Athletics PE or Dance or Athletics
Advisory, AVID, or Innovative
Class 7 [Thinkers (GT), or Adv. Elective Course Elective Course
Spanish
Class 8 [Fine Arts Elective * Elective Course Elective Course
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Middle school art classes are designed to encourage creativity and personal
expression through a variety of art mediums and art projects.

Luna Middle School offers four levels of art:

Art 1 - 6th grade: basic exposure to the principles of art, many
styles of art, and various methods and materials

Art 2 - 7th grade: more advanced techniques and projects

Studio Art - 8th grade: dedicated artists ready to be
challenged and create artwork at a high level
(you must take Art 1 & Art 2 to get into Studio Art)

Ml
If you don’t choose Art in 6th, don’t worry - you’ll still have a chance to take Art | in 8th grade.

Art 1 HS - similar to Art 1, but you earn High School credit



Things to think about

Art is fun, but it’s also hard work!

You will develop grit by learning how to deal with mistakes & art problems.

Some things are tedious - like shading a big project, learning perspective

line drawing, or working & reworking a certain area of your composition.
Many projects last days or weeks, and some are completed in groups.

Your work will be on display in the hallways and at art shows.



You will like this class if...

You are creative.

You like to explore different art styles & mediums.

You like to work with your hands and experiment to grow your skills.
You’re not afraid to make mistakes & receive guidance in your art.
You like to focus on details, but also overall impressions.

You like to learn about artists and art movements.






shauna.mobley@nisd.net erik-1.sanchez@nisd.net valerie.luna@nisd.net



mailto:erik-1.sanchez@nisd.net
mailto:shauna.mobley@nisd.net
mailto:hannah.rodriguez@nisd.net
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We are here to help you grow as
a person and grow as a student.
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e EXxcited about learning, your grades and
academics.

e Have good attendance and school behavior

e \Wants to attend college or ready to plan your

future today!! we will visit at least 1 San Antonio
College/University/Community College.

e Team player!



be enrolled in at least 1 Advanced/Accelerated class.

maintain at least a “C” average.
take notes, and be willing to be organized.
participate in weekly tutorials/discussion during class

time.
e maintain the 2 grades a week expectation.



In 6th grade AVID....

We support each other.
We are a family.

We are leaders on campus.
We have fun and learn at t
same time.

You will like this class if you like the following above



WOJVINVWS3AITS

Ms. Alaniz

marilyn.alaniz-garcia@nisd.net

Ms. Johnson

kendra.johnson@nisd.net



mailto:marilyn.alaniz-garcia@nisd.net
mailto:kendra.johnson@nisd.net
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Steps for Acceptance into AVID
1. Apply
2. Interview with Ms. Alaniz/lohnson
3. Survey your teachers about your
~ academics & behavior
4 Acceptance/Rejection Letters Go Out



What is Band?

Beqginning Band

Designed for first year students to learn the basics of the instruments
and music. We will teach you EVERYTHING! You can be in 6/7/8 grade

to join!

Advanced Band

Designed for 2nd and 3rd year musicians who have completed
beginning band. This is the UIL competing ensembles. We take field
trips and attend Brennan HS football games with the band.




Things to think about

What instrument you would like to play! There is something for
everyonel

You will need to practicel But don't worry - we will help youl

Instrument acquisition - we will find an instrument for you to
play, no matter what.



You will like this class if...

You are interested in learning an instrument!

You like music!

If you like to work on a team!

If you want to do marching band/pep band in high
schooll

You like to perform! All ensembles perform throughout
the year.




Ms. Hengst Mr. Ely

Head Director  Assistant Director

jackieemma.hengst@nisd.net wyatt.ely@nisd.net


mailto:wyatt.ely@nisd.net

What is Choir?

We sing every day

We sing different types/styles of music .l 'y '

We learn to read music e P

We have performances
We have fun

We get to know each other !
We work as a team @ 2 W "

We have extra opportunities like competitions



Things to think

Anyone épgé;ltllp (no audition for beginning choir)
Anyone can improve their singing with coaching on tuning, rhythm,
technique, etc.

Solo opportunities for students that want them (optional)

Teacher meets you at your level
Teacher can help you with stage fright, too ~ E28
Choirs at Luna are award winning, and many students part1c1pate in

competitions like UIL, Region, Solo/Ensemble, and even All-State.



You will like Choir if...

You like to Sing hear the choirs!
You want to read music

You want to be part of a group
You want to learn more about music
and your voice
You want to sing in harmony <




Choir Teacher

Jessica Logan

jessica.logan@nisd.net



mailto:jessica.logan@nisd.net

What is Dance?

- Dance is any movement of the body to music, rhythm, or
silence. The movement helps us express our ideas and

emotions in a unique way!
- Dance is a form of exercise that helps us condition our bodies

to be healthy and strong!




Things to think about

This is a very active class we will be moving almost everyday!

Dressing out is essential to your participation and safety. Without proper attire
you could get injured!

There are many performance opportunities that are NOT required. BUT there
are two required performances in the year. A Winter and Spring recital.




You will like this class if...

You enjoy learning about dances in other cultures and countries.
You've previously taken dance classes and want to learn more!
You want to connect with music in a new way.

You want to relieve stress.

You want to enhance your self confidence and much more!



Teacher: Ms. Shalifoe
For any questions or concerns, come

talk to Ms. Shalifoe in H108!
kyriah.shalifoe@nisd.net



mailto:kyriah.shalifoe@nisd.net

What is

Orchestra ?

- ]
6'|'h Gl'dde: Students may take

beginning orchestra and learn how to  play
the Violin, Viola, Cello or Bass Or they

may be a part of one of the intermediate
6th grade orchestra, based on their

previous year's experience in Sth grade
strings.




Orchestra 4

ings to think
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Performances
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Instruments and
Supplies

Students will need to provide
Students prepare for performances required supplies and instruments.
in large and sometimes small There are some violins, violas, cellos
groups. and basses available to rent from
Luna.

Teamwork

Being a part of orchestra allows
students to develop friendships and
connections with other students
that enjoy making music.



ou will like t
class if...

*You want to be a part of a musical family.
*You enjoy learning a new instrument and having fun.

*You like to challenge yourself with personal and group goals.




Luna Orchestra
Director: Mrs. Wright

If you have any questions about the Luna Orchestra
Program, send an email to Mrs. Wright.,

Rebecca.Wright@nisd.net
210-397-535]



mailto:Rebecca.Wright@nisd.net
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e +o O6th grade students who took Spanish in Elementary Schogl *
can take Spanish instead of Advisory.

e A high school credit course that will enhance your confidence
during middle school and set you up for success in high
school.

® By completing the Spanish course it will increase your opportunity to

enroll in high-interest or advanced courses during your time in high
school.
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« A strong ELA student will do well in Spanish. .
* You will learn to Read, Speak and Write in Spanish.

« Attendance is very important in order to obtain your HS credit.

* There is a Semester Exam that counts 10% of the Semester

Average.

» Spanish 2 is also offered at Luna.
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You will like this class Iif:

* You want to learn a second language,
» You are willing to be challenged every “ ‘
day, 4

* You like to collaborate with others.

* You like creativity and having fun in

another lar
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Yaratzed Rlvera | Karla Valtierra
Spanish 1, 2 & Adv.

yvaratzed. rlveradelesus@nlsd net

Spanish 1

N
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mailto:yaratzed.riveradejesus@nisd.net
mailto:karla.valtierra@nisd.net

What is tre?

Theatre is the art of telling stories to an audience using our
creativity and imagination.

You can start your journey in THIS class:

e BEGINNING THEATRE - where we learn a little bit about all of the
different aspects of theatre, from acting on stage to working
backstage, from designing to directing, and all the stuff in between!




BEcnNING THEATRE

basic theatre terms
ensemble building
acting

technical theatre
theatre history

final showcase performance

This class focuses on
learning about ALL of
the aspects of theafre.
You do NOT have fo
perform for an
audience in Beginning
Theatre.




\gliil. 7/
A2

Beginning theatre students DO NOT have to perform in front of audiences.
Intermediate and advanced students will be required to perform in front of
audiences.

Performing is about controlling your energy to best tell a story. It is not about
“acting out” or “being funny.” You will challenged to control yourself OFTEN.

You will be successful in these classes if you are willing to TRY new things!

Theaire involves both performing/acting and designing/technical work. Not

everyone who likes theatre likes performing.

My overall philosophy is that you will come out of theatre class with an
understanding of theatire, and a lot of skills you did not know you needed!




Your willl 1h-e this class if..

You are interested in performing/technical theaire and would like to know
more.

You would like to learn how to better work with others and be more confident
in yourself.

You enjoy working on projects and learning how to be responsible for setting
limits and timelines.

You enjoy dance, art, movies, videos, choir, and/or performing arts.

You like plays, musicals, and visual expression.

You like working towards a goal and learning how to work through
challenges to achieve it.

You are creative and energetic and willing to try!

Thedne



Andrea Cotham
Director
andreq.cotham@nisd.net


mailto:andrea.cotham@nisd.net

NISD Course Requirements

in Middle School
6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade
MAPS/Comm Apps HS or
Class 1 ELA (90 minutes) or AVID HS or Innovative
ELA (90 minutes) ELA/Innovative Thinkers Thinkers HS (GT)
Class 2 (GT) ELA
Class 3 Math Math Math
Class 4 [Science Science Science
Class 5 [Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies
Class 6 [PE/Healthy Habits PE or Dance or Athletics PE or Dance or Athletics
Advisory, AVID, or Innovative
Class 7 [Thinkers (GT), or Adv. Elective Course Elective Course
Spanish
Class 8 [Fine Arts Elective * Elective Course Elective Course




